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                                                                   General Meetings 
Tuesday, NOVEMBER  1st  - 7:00 PM at The Highlands, 2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA  19610 
Join us for an exciting evening on the exhilaration and rewards of TRAVEL.  Marge Miller from the Road Scholar travel 
program will discuss travel opportunities with the Road Scholar program.  Come and hear what opportunities exist. 
Please let Ellie Hunt know if you plan to attend or call if you have any questions. – 610-670-1808 
Tuesday, DECEMBER 6th – 7:00 PM at Eileen Ritz’s house, 1171 Schoffers Road, Birdsboro, PA  19508 
Join us for a Cookie Exchange and sharing of holiday traditions.  Members attending should bring 5 dozen cookies of the 
same kind and a short history of Christmas traditions from the country of origin of the cookie that they chose to bring.  
Please let Eileen know if you plan to attend or call if you have questions. – 610-582-2421 
 

                                                                      Book Bonanza 
 
Sherry Davis is our new Book Bonanza Co-chair.  Sherry is working with Linda Baer from the Friends of the Public Libraries and Carol Barnett from 
the Public Library system.   They are still searching for a new location to sort the books and hopefully to sell them at that location too.   At the 
September General Meeting, AAUW Reading Branch honored Joan Cook to thank her for her 12 years as Book Bonanza Chair and other work she 
did for Book Bonanza before becoming Chair of the whole program.  Thank you again Joan! Below is a note from Joan.   
 
Dear AAUW Friends, 

Thank you so much for the gift certificate awarded for my service to Book Bonanza. I will use it for an item of remembrance of AAUW’s 
Reading Branch. 

My time spent chairing Book Bonanza for the last 12 years and as a volunteer since 1980 was done purposely for the benefit of AAUW. 
The Berks library system and the Friends received a large share of the proceeds, a credit to AAUW for supporting libraries, but I especially 

wanted to see AAUW recognized for the scholarship program that encouraged women to pursue an education to better themselves and to be of 
service to the community. I extend my thanks to the members who were instrumental in awarding the money to deserving candidates. 

I was especially pleased to have AAUW so generously respond to my pleas for help at Book Bonanza each year and to the many hours of 
service by those who volunteered to sort and price books all year. I could not have accomplished our revenue goals without Janet Neel who 
continuously guided the sorting and pricing of books for many years. She expertly kept the whole process on track and trained all the new 
volunteers. 

Bunny Boyer enhanced the revenue by selecting and researching the old and quality books singled out for special pricing and managed 
the sale of these books during the furious first hours of Book Bonanza. 

Ann Wenrich and Carolyn Seidel orchestrated the huge children’s book collection for years, and spent endless hours at the sale. 
For the last few years as VHS, DVD’s and CD’s became a part of our sale, Helen Schell and Cheryl Moretz sorted, priced and packed these 

items for the sale, always creating new ways to effectively display these items at Book Bonanza. 
Dottie Hill, the master of puzzles, made sure the puzzles were complete, in good shape and worthy of the pricing schedule. As this 

category grew, we realized more revenue each year. 
Shirley Batdorf, Liz Karsko, Karen Weiss and Sherry Davis efficiently sorted books weekly, often finding humor in the task of sorting those 

dusty, moldy books and doing much more than a one-shift duty at Book Bonanza. I’m pleased that Sherry has stepped up to represent AAUW as a 
member of the new Book Bonanza committee. 

There were many other dedicated volunteers who were not AAUW members, but volunteered because of their belief in the project. They 
have become valuable friends of the AAUW members. 

Thanks to all of you for so generously giving of your time and expertise for Book Bonanza. I may have been considered the chair person, 
but I also know how lucky I was to have a great volunteer group and the support of all AAUW members, their spouses and friends. 

Although Book Bonanza has hit a snag at the moment, hopefully it will come back to be a major event in Berks County. 
With sincerest thanks, 
Joan Cook 



 

Interest Groups 

November  

Culinary Diversity, November 16 

Dinner – Kyma Seafood Grill 

                1640 N. Reading Road, Stevens PA 17578                                                                           

Contact: Joanne Wrigley – 717-445-3015 

 

Fine Arts – November 9 – 12:00 Noon  

Tea and Crumpets – Sugar Plum Tea Part 

                                 309 W. Franklin St., Womelsdorf   19567 

Contact: Evie Trexler 610-372-0737 

                        

Home Arts – November 2, 7:00 PM 

At the West Lawn/Wyomissing Hills Library 

Author Bruce Becker will discuss his book 

               Kindness and Compassion 

Hostess – Cheryl Moretz – 610-372-4092 

Co-hostess – Nancee Ryan – 610-678-9899 

 

Kutztown – November 13, Time TBA 

Christmas Mystery Trip 

Contact: Carol Ann Mertz, Travel Coordinator 610-683-6289 

 

 

 

Literature I – November 14 

Review of Song Yet Sung by James McBride 

Reviewer – Joanne Emge 

Hostess – Evie Trexler – 610-372-0737 

  

Literature II  – November 14, 1 PM 

Review of The Widow’s Tale – by Julia Glass  

Hostess and Reviewer: Joanne Emge – 610-987-9807 

  

Theatre  -  Meetings are scheduled the  2nd Tuesday of the month 

A possible  trip to the Fulton Theatre to see  “Gaslight” Nov. 5 or 6 is 

being planned 

Contact: Ellie Hunt – 610-670-1808  

 

Travel – Tuesday, November 1, 7:00PM 

General Meeting at The Highlands 

Program: Travel opportunities with the Road Scholar program, 

(formerly  the Elderhostel program) 

Contact: Ellie Hunt – 610-670-1808 

 

 

 

December 
 

 

Culinary Diversity – No Meeting 

Happy Holidays 

 

Fine Arts – December 7,  11:30 AM 

Lunch at the Y.R. Club –Trip through charms & unusual jewelry 

Contact: Peggy Henninger, 610-373-2437 

 

Home Arts – December 5, 12:00 noon 

Luncheon at Stouch Tavern, Womelsdorf 

No gift exchange and no deposit required 

Contact: Judy Druckenmiller, 610-678-3508 or e-mail  

jdrucky@aol.com by Nov. 28 for a reservation 

 

Kutztown –  No Meeting 

Happy Holidays 

 

 

 

 

Literature I – December 12, 6:00 PM 

Christmas Dinner 

The Inn at Reading 

 

Literature II – December 12, 1:00 PM 

Review of Alice I Have Been – by Melanie Benjamin 

Hostess and reviewer:: Delores Gombeda  610-375-1874 

 

Theatre – No current information 

Contact: 610-670-1808 

 

 

Travel – Saturday , December 3, 7:00 PM  

House tour of Centre Park Historic District and Tea with Abigail              

Contact: Fran Malley, 610-796-7302 

 

 

                                                                                  Yearbook Changes 

New Member:  Karen Parish                                  New Addresses: Christy Eisenbise                       Marian Keene 

                           4 Mildred Lane                                                            21 Dewald Road                         1800 Tulpehocken Road 

                           Fleetwood, PA  19522-8886                                        Reading, PA 19606                     Country Meadows 

                           610-944-9091                                                                                                                       Wyomissing, PA 19610 

mailto:jdrucky@aol.com


  

 

Reading Branch AAUW 
FINAL BUDGET 

2011-2012 

July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012 

        UNRESTRICED FUNDS 
    

 
Income 

     

 
Beginning Balance 

  
       6,031.53  

 

 
Branch Dues 

   
          957.00  

 

 
Interest 

   
          300.00  

 

      
  

      
       7,288.53  

         

 
Expenses 

     

 
Legal Advocacy Fund 

  
          200.00  

 

 
Educational Foundation 

 
          400.00  

 

 
Branch Expenses 

    

 
     Publications/Postage 

 
          750.00  

 

 
     Programs 

   
          500.00  

 

 
     Insurance 

   
          180.00  

 

 
     Conventions 

  
          350.00  

 

 
     Website 

   
            50.00  

 

 
     Miscellaneous 

  
          100.00  

 

 
Total Expenses 

  
       2,530.00  

         

 
Reserve 

   
       4,758.53  

 

      
       7,288.53  

                 RESTRICTED FUNDS 
    

 
Income 

     

 
Beginning Balance 

  
    28,232.50  

 

 
Book Bonanza 

  
    24,000.00  

         

      
    52,232.50  

         

 
Expenses 

     

 
Graduate scholarships 

 
    18,000.00  

 

 
Re-entry scholarships 

  
    10,000.00  

 

 
Senior girl recognition 

  
       4,400.00  

 

 
Science Fair awards 

  
          150.00  

 

 
Reserve for 2012-13 scholarships     19,682.50  

         

      
    52,232.50  

         
         
 
In Remembrance – Frances Bell, a long time AAUW branch member passed away on May 20, 2011.  She will be missed 
by her friends in AAUW. 

 

        



AAUW READING BRANCH  

3045 Linda Lane 

Reading PA 19608 

 
Diversity Statement 

In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks 

a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 
participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, 

disability, or class. Membership is not by invitation. 
 

Mission Statements 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls, through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. 

AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to 

advance education, research, and self-development for 
women and to foster equity and positive societal change. 

AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and 

a support system for women seeking judicial redress 
for sex discrimination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Branch L ines 

Editor  – Eileen Ritz 610-582-2421   Web Site: www.aauwreadingpa.org 

 

 

 

                                                                              AAUW Statewide Book Group   
AAUWPA is starting a virtual book group.  It was designed to share information about books with members across the state without 

those members having to attend a meeting to participate.  Some members are interested in reading and sharing information about 

books,  but find it difficult to get out to literature interest group meetings.  Toni Hoffman is the group coordinator.   The current plan is 

to have conference calls an d to share information on the phone.  Some information could also be shared on the computer if there are 

members who prefer to use a computer.  It is not necessary to use a computer to participate.  If you are interested in participating in 

this type of program or would like more information you can contact Toni Hoffman at 610-252-7020 or e-mail her at tsh44@ptd.net  .  

                                                                              Marcellus Shale Gas Extraction 
On Saturday, October  22, 2011 I attended the AAUWPA District East Meeting.  In the morning there was a panel discussion on the 

gas extraction from the Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania.  I received information about the issues connected with the extraction and a 

list of contacts for those interested in more information about the topic.  I also have some information about the fracking and drilling 

process used for extraction of the gas.  The presentation was very interesting.  We heard from a geomorphologist, Dr. Dru Germanoski 

who spoke about the fracking process, myths about the process, and the pros and cons of fracking and drilling.  His presentation was 

followed by an AAUW member, Joyce Kerrick, from Bradford County who lives in the area where the gas is being extracted and 

discussed the pros and cons for local residents, a discussion of environmental issues by Tracy Carluccio from the Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network, and a presentation on PA legislative issues by State Senator Lisa M. Boscola.  If you are interested in more 

information about the on this topic please contact me, Eileen Ritz, at 610-582-2421 

                                                                               December Travel Meeting 
Saturday December 3rd– the Interest group will be having a Centre Park house tour in the Historic District and a Xmas 
tea at Abigails Tea Room (cost about $20 per person).   Anyone interested in joining us should contact Fran Malley at 
610-796-7302.  Details to follow for those interested.. 

http://www.aauwreadingpa.org/
mailto:tsh44@ptd.net

